
Greetings from Strategies for Equity and Communication Impact (SECI)! We hope

this newsletter finds you well at these difficult and complex times for our work in

global health, health equity, and health communication.

At SECI, we have a busy Fall/Winter ahead of us and hope to connect at some of

the events in which we will be participating. In the meantime, we hope these

resources are helpful to your work and thinking.

In community and solidarity, from all of us at SECI!

Celebrating a Successful End to the 2025
Global Health Communication Institute held at
AUR, Rome, Italy
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The 2025 session of the international summer professional program, "Health and

Risk Communication in Pandemics and Beyond: Strategies for a Systems Thinking,

Community-Centered, and Equity-Driven Approach”, led by SECI’s Principal, Dr.

Renata Schiavo at The American University of Rome officially concluded on July 18,

 2025.

A huge congratulations to the second cohort of dedicated professionals for

successfully completing the course! Thank you for sharing your valuable insights

throughout the program. We also want to extend a sincere thank you to our

esteemed guest speakers and site visit hosts for their incredible contributions.

Finally, thank you to everyone who wrote with a very positive feedback on the

program!  SECI is proud to be associated with this program!

Stay tuned for details on the 2026 session, and in the meantime SAVE THE DATE

(July 6-17, 2026)!

Upcoming Talks and Opportunities to Connect
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Connect with SECI’s Principal, Dr. Renata Schiavo, at these upcoming events

where she will be speaking!

Monday, October 6, 2025

International Conference on Communication in Healthcare (ICCH 2025), Ottawa

Ontario, Canada

Advocating for Health Equity: Strategies for Action

[Role: Lead Workshop Presenter/Facilitator - In collaboration with Health Equity

Initiative]

Tuesday, October 7, 2025

International Conference on Communication in Healthcare (ICCH 2025), Ottawa

Ontario, Canada Measuring trust across different dimensions and drivers: a working

model and prescription for systems change

[Role: Presenter/Panelist]

For additional information, see the ICCH 2025 program schedule

Thursday, October 23, 2025

Italian Association for Hygiene, Preventive Medicine and Public Health (Società

Italiana di Igiene, Medicina Preventiva e Sanità Pubblica, SItI), Annual Conference,

Bologna, Italy
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Disinformation and Health: Challenges and Opportunities for Effective

Communication. The Role of Professionals, the Media, and Institutions

[Role: Invited Presenter]

See the program schedule here.

Sunday, November 3, 2025

American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Meeting, Washington, DC,

United States

Health Communication in Precarious Times: Reflections, Realities and Resilience —

An Expert Discussion

[Role: Invited Panelist]

Tuesday, November 5, 2025

American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Meeting, Washington, DC,

United States

Public Health Film Festival Feature Session: Environmental Injustice; Health, Land,

and Resistance

[Role: Moderator]

Learn more about our customized workshops and

training sessions!

SECI is dedicated to fostering behavioral, social, and organizational change via

social innovation, community engagement, and systems-changing strategies.

Please visit our website to learn about our offerings and experience (scroll down

the page for specific capacity building and training experience). Contact us to

learn more about our workshops and training sessions (offered in-person or

online) and bring our passion and expertise to your organization.

Please also reach out to us with any questions and suggestions for topics or

other!

SECI Article Picks
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Study examines the the role of public libraries in improving community health

literacy.

Through a document analysis of grant applications

and activity reports from organizations funded by

the Network of the National Library of Medicine

(NNLM) All of Us Program Center, the researchers of

the study “Social context for health literacy: Public

libraries as health hubs” published in Public Health

found that diverse strategies were implemented by

funded libraries and community organizations to

strengthen their communities’ health literacy.

These strategies included included supporting capacity building and library

infrastructure through professional development and purchase of technology,

increasing free health activities relevant to community needs, and building

partnerships to host health fairs.

Why this is important: The study highlights the transformative potential of public

libraries to close health literacy gaps and shows how they can act as crucial

public health allies. By leveraging their institutional resources, professional

training, and strategic partnerships, libraries can ensure that individuals—

especially those in underserved communities—have access to the reliable

information and services needed to make informed health decisions.

Shifting the responsibility of health from individuals to systems.

In their Correspondence, The

responsibility of health: shifting the

focus from individuals to systems,

published in The Lancet Public

health, authors argue for a

fundamental change in how we

address health, moving the focus

from individual accountability to

systemic responsibility. The article

critiques health initiatives that place

the onus on individuals through

education and self-management,
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arguing that this approach ignores

significant structural barriers like

poverty, unsafe environments, and

harmful commercial practices.

Why this is important: The authors propose a transition from creating "health-

literate individuals" to developing "health-literate systems." This involves bold

policy changes that foster shared accountability across sectors and actively

address commercial determinants of health, such as industries that market

unhealthy products or pollute the environment. As for the article’s conclusions,

this shift is necessary to promote environments that foster healthy choices and

achieve health equity for all.

Read our Principal, Dr. Renata

Schiavo’s Editorial, Where do we go

from here? The threat of

misinformation in clinical settings

published in the Journal of

Communication in Healthcare:

Strategies, Media and Engagement in

Global Health.

About Strategies for Equity and Communication Impact (SECI)
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